
Infection Prevention and Control

                   (Including Exclusion of child due to illness)
In Naíscoil Aodha Rua, we aim to ensure high standards of hygiene within the setting and to promote a positive attitude towards personal hygiene among staff and pupils alike. This is achieved in many ways, including the implementation of stringent hygiene / cleaning practices, the good example set by all members of staff, when modeling and encouraging good habits among the children and the co-operation of parents regarding exclusion of children who have contagious / infectious illnesses.

Hygiene / Cleaning Practices

A part-time cleaner is employed at Naíscoil Aodha Rua and cleans the setting on a daily basis. Her duties include cleaning of work surfaces, kitchen, toilets and floors. It is the responsibility of staff to carry out the cleaning of learning materials / resources.
The following practices are implemented by the cleaner:

· cleaner follows a cleaning schedule, which was discussed and agreed with her as part of her induction.

· colour coding of all cloths, mops and buckets, to prevent cross contamination between the playroom, toilets and kitchen.

· cloths are washed at 90 degrees at the end of each day. 

· mop heads are machine washable and are replaced regularly.

· mop buckets are cleaned with Flash, rinsed and dried after use and stored in separate store room.

· all furniture and work surfaces are cleaned using anti-bacterial spray and floors are washed in hot water and multi-purpose floor cleaner.

· frequently touched surfaces, eg. toilet handles, door handles, light switches etc. are washed on a weekly basis.

· carpet areas are vacuumed regularly.

· toilets are cleaned daily and receive a deep clean each Friday with bleach. Cleaner ensures that all residue of bleach is washed away.

· Bin-lids, door handles, and light switches are washed with anti-bacterial wipes every day.

The following practices are implemented by staff:

The staff of Naíscoil Aodha Rua pride themselves in keeping the setting meticulously clean. They adhere to a daily schedule of cleaning with regards to all learning / play materials and ensure that preparation of food practices is in line with HSC guidelines. All staff have now received Food Hygiene training.
· a ‘clean as you go’ policy is operated, to ensure that all spillages are cleaned up immediately.

· toys are stored in clean washable containers.

· hard / plastic toys and all construction materials, eg. lego, duplo, blocks etc are cleaned using a steamer, on a rotational basis, every half-term or after having been used as part of a topic/theme.

· soft toys are washed regularly using a steamer and in a washing machine once per term. Adventure Teddy/Dinosaur is washed weekly after his visit to a child’s home.
· toys that are visibly soiled will be removed and washed immediately after the session

· the water tray is emptied and washed and sprayed with antibacterial spray on a daily basis.

· the sand pit is covered when not in use and the sand is replaced regularly.

· paint pots, brushes and glue sticks are washed in warm water on a daily basis.

· fresh dough is made on a weekly basis and old dough is disposed of accordingly.

· the snack table is washed with antibacterial spray before and after snack-time.

· all food utensils are washed in the dishwasher on a daily basis, after the session.

Personal Hygiene

Staff endeavour to set a good example to children with regards to personal hygiene and model good practice in hand-washing, food handling and general maintenance of the learning environment. All staff have been issued with tunics and wear a plastic apron when dealing with blood / sickness / toiletry accidents.
· pedal / non-contact bins are available in the kitchen, play-room and toilets for disposal of rubbish / paper products.

· liquid soap and paper towels are provided for hand-washing.

· tissues are readily available for use by staff and children.
· staff and children wash their hands on arrival at the Naíscoil every morning. Children self-register their name to confirm that these practices have been carried out.
· children are encouraged to wash their hands after using the toilet and a poster to remind them of this is visible at their eye-level in the toilets.
· staff wash their hands prior to food preparation and prior to serving sos.
· Children wash their hands before having sos.
· children are encouraged to shield their mouth when coughing / sneezing.
· parents are asked to sign an Intimate Care policy and to provide a spare set of clothing for their child in the event of toiletry accidents.
· as part of the ‘Tots Toothbrushing’ program, toothbrushes are stored upright in a clean container and kept at the sink area in the main playroom. 
· children each have their own toothbrush and toothpaste and are encouraged to wash their toothbrush after brushing.
· toothbrushes are replaced as necessary.
As in every childcare setting, our staff follow a set of guidelines for use situations where a child has vomited or had a toiletry accident.

· in event of children vomiting or having diarrhoea, the area will be cordoned off, cleaned and disinfected immediately. Paper towels will be used to remove debris and disposed of accordingly. The cloths used for cleaning will be disposed of and the mop will be cleaned and rinsed thoroughly. 

· soiled clothing will be placed in a sealed plastic bag and returned to the parent at the end of the session.

· staff will use latex gloves when cleaning up bodily fluids.

Management of Infectious Diseases / Illnesses
In accordance with our policy on ‘Management of Medicines’, we encourage parents to ensure that their child enjoys good attendance at the Naíscoil. However, we aim to work in partnership with parents, to ensure that guidelines pertaining to exclusion of children with infectious conditions are adhered to.

· Parents are asked to inform the staff of the Naíscoil if their child is ill or if they will be absent from the Naíscoil due to illness.

· Parents are asked to ensure that their child has received the appropriate vaccinations for their age.

· Parents are asked to inform the staff of the Naíscoil if their child suffers from an ongoing condition and to draw up and Individual Care Plan for their child, in accordance with our policy on ‘Management of Medicines’.

The following guidelines are taken from the latest legislation from the HSC. This poster is on display in the hallway of the Naíscoil.

	Condition
	Advice for Parents
	Actions of Staff


	Headlice
	Inform staff of Naíscoil

over the counter Treatment where live lice have been seen
	Letter issued to all parents informing that an outbreak of headlice is present in the setting. (no child to be named) 

	Vomiting & Diarrhoea
	child to kept at home for 48hrs after last episode of vomiting / diarrhoea
	If child is sick during the session, parents will be phoned to collect the child.

	Chickenpox / German Measles / Measles
	Inform staff of Naíscoil.

Child to be kept at home for 5-6 days from the onset of the spots.
	Letter to be sent to all parents warning of risk of infection with Rubella virus and possible implications for pregnant women / young children.

	Impetigo
	Child to be kept at home for 48 hrs after commencing antibiotics and until lesions are crusted and healed.
	Staff to increase vigilance in setting regarding hand-washing and disinfecting.

	Flu
	Child to be kept at home until fully recovered
	Staff to increase vigilance in setting regarding hand-washing and disinfecting.

	Whooping Cough
	Child to be kept at home for 5 days after commencing antibiotic or for 21 days if no antibiotic prescribed.
	

	Mumps
	Keep child at home for 5 days after onset of swelling.
	


This list is not exhaustive, and we ask that parents use common sense with regards to sending a sick child to the Naíscoil, to prevent further spread of infectious diseases / illnesses.
Staff Illness
If a staff member is ill or is suffering from an infectious disease / illness, they should inform the Naíscoil supervisor as soon as possible, to ensure that sufficient cover can be arranged. Staff are asked to use their own discretion with regards to illness and are asked not to come into the Naíscoil if they feel that they may spread infection. 
COVID-19 ADENDUM
If your child becomes unwell at school and is showing any of the reported symptoms of Covid-19, we will bring them to a safe, comfortable place and make contact with a parent / guardian immediately.

Wwill never place a child who is feeling unwell at Naíscoil alone in isolation! Children who become unwell at school will be seated comfortably in the hallway and will remain in the care of a member of the Naíscoil staff, who will take their temperature (on their wrist) and will re-assure and comfort them until a parent / guardian arrives. The staff member will wear appropriate PPE whilst they care for the child and the area will be sanitised after the child goes home. The child will be kept comfortable and calm throughout. If one child in your family displays symptoms of Covid-19, all siblings in the family will be gathered from their classrooms in the Gaelscoil and you will be advised to seek medical advice / a covid-19 test for your family. If a parent / guardian cannot be contacted or if they cannot make it to the school within 15 mins, we will contact a person nominated on the Collection Policy.

Covid-19 symptoms

If your child looks particularly hot / flushed (not due to physical activity etc), becomes lethargic / complains of a sore throat / develops a new continuous cough / complains of a loss of taste and smell, we will contact you immediately. We recognise that small children can have a temperature / feel unwell for many reasons, not always associated with Covid-19. This will be especially true during the winter months. However, we will err on the side of caution and contact you if your child becomes unwell.

PHA guidance advises that:

· people who test positive for Covid-19 should self-isolate for 10 days from when the symptoms began

· people who are contacted via the ‘track and trace’ app and are informed that they have been in contact with someone who has tested positive, should self-isolate for 14 days

There is a possibility that we may have to recommend that the whole Naíscoil class should self-isolate for 10/14 days, if we have a child / a number of children who test positive for covid-19. If that child has siblings in other classes at Gaelscoil, they too may have to self-isolate. If we have a number of positive cases among staff / pupils in various classes throughout the school, we may have to close the school for a given period and return to remote / connected learning at home. We advise parents to have a ‘contingency’ plan in place for child-care in the case of such a scenario.

We wish to avoid all of the above scenarios and respectfully ask that parents take every precaution possible to avoid their families contracting covid-19 and to avoid spreading the virus in the school. We need to work in honest partnership with each other to ensure that the Naíscoil can re-open and stay open! It is impossible to hypothesise about every possible scenario, so we will take each day as it comes and deal with each scenario as it arises. We will seek advice from EA and from the PHA 

in all cases and follow their guidance.

Medical Conditions

If your child has a medical condition, such as asthma, or if they have an allergy towards a particular food etc, please notify a member of the Naíscoil staff as a matter of urgency.

Please also ensure that they have been issued with a fresh prescription from their GP for any necessary medication, so that all inhalers / epipens etc are in date. You will also need to complete a care-plan for the new school year. 

If you feel that your child or anyone in your household is at an increased risk from Covid-19, please notify us by e-mail and we will give you a call to discuss. 

This policy will be reviewed annually and in light of any new legislation / /guidelines form the HSC.

This policy has been agreed and ratified by the staff and management committee of Naíscoil Aodha Rua.
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