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3 Eanáir 2022
Beannachtaí na bliana úire daoibh a chairde!

Happy New Year to you all!

I hope you all had a lovely Christmas & New Year and that anyone who was sick or isolating is feeling better now. 

The BBC have quoted that the Omicron variant of Covid has been spreading at ‘exceptional pace’. We have received a number of reports of positive cases among staff and pupils and their families in recent days and we will have some re-organising to do, to ensure safe staffing levels for this week and next.

We had a very successful first term, with no disruption to face to face learning. This did not happen by accident and I thank all parents / guardians sincerely for working in partnership with us to keep the levels of positive cases low in our school community. I pay tribute to our staff, who have been working hard to adhere to the various mitigations in school and to our pupils, who have done everything we asked of them to help keep everyone safe. I also pay a huge tribute to the cleaning staff, who have worked so hard to keep the school hygienically clean, which has helped to keep us all healthy and well. 

We ask that you continue to work in partnership with us during the new term, to help keep everyone safe and to ensure, as far as possible, that we can remain open for face to face learning.

1. Preparation for return to school:
If your child / someone in your household has tested positive in recent days, please let us know via e mail, so that we can give you appropriate advice regarding your child’s return to school.

Please do a lateral flow test on your child by 6pm this Wednesday evening, in preparation for returning to school. If the test is positive, please isolate, book a PCR test and forward the test results to us via e-mail, prior to your child returning to school. 
2.Children displaying symptoms:
If your child displays any of the symptoms of covid-19, including a cough, high temperature, loss of taste and smell, you should not send them to school. Please book a PCR test (not lateral flow) and forward the test results to the school, prior to their return. Please also be mindful of the fact that children who have tested positive with the Omicron variant have also displayed sore throats, tummy upset and sticky / infected eyes. 

3. Children who are close contacts:
If your child is a close contact of a positive case, they must isolate and do a lateral flow test. If the lateral flow test is negative, they can return to school and are advised to do lateral flow tests on a daily basis for ten days after their contact with the positive case. If any of these lateral flow tests are positive, they should isolate and book a PCR. 
4. Positive case in household:
If a member of your household tests positive for covid – the PHA advise that they should isolate away from other family members and all members of the household are advised to take daily lateral flow tests until day 10. However, we know that it is very difficult for a parent / a young child to isolate away from other family members within the home, which leaves all members of the household at greater risk of contracting covid. 

Therefore, if the person who tests positive is unable to isolate away from all other members of the household, we advise that all members of the household should remain at home for 7 days and should carry out two lateral flow tests on day 6&7. If negative, they can return to school. If positive, a PCR should be booked and a seven-day period of isolation should commence.

We greatly appreciate your help and co-operation with all the above scenarios and are hopeful that by working in honest partnership with each other, we can continue to provide face to face learning for all our pupils in what is undoubtedly going to be a challenging period. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you need further advice or guidance and please err on the side of caution over the next few weeks. If your child is sick or has been in contact with a positive case, please follow the guidance above and rule out the possibility of covid before returning them to school. 

Le gach dea-ghuí,
Móna Uí Dhochartaigh

Príomhoide
